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*****.The speaker had just pushed his horse over the brow of a slope which he and his servant had for some time been mounting, through the
steamy warmth of a foggy May morning. The thick haze which lay heavy in this region of marshy ground had hidden the surrounding country from
them hitherto; but as they reached the summit of the gradual rise they had been ascending, the cloud wreaths suddenly dri@ed away, and the sun
began to shine out upon the undulating plain stretched before their eyes; and lo, the plain was alive with squadrons of soldiers-infantry, cavalry,
artillery-drawn up in battle array; and the note of the bugle rang through the air, whilst away in the distance, on the opposite side of the plain, there
was a movement which told that already the battle had begun. A sullen roar from the guns boomed forth, and the whole plain shook with the
reverberation. Great masses of smoke rolled along and slowly dispersed a@er each salvo; but it was upon the evolutions of the bodies of horsemen
and footmen that the keen eyes of the youthful traveller were intently fixed. Dicon, he cried, this is in all sooth a battle; and where the battle rages,
there will the great victor of Blenheim be. We have not chanced upon this route in vain. Men warned us of the perils of seeking passage through a
country which has become the theatre of war; but fortune s star has befriended us thus far, and now, if I mistake me not, we stand within sight of the
greatest warrior of the age. For greatly shall I be astonished if the Duke of Marlborough himself be not...
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