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problems educators face in creating an educational experience that truly prepares students for life after graduation. This report is designed to
inform a discussion of how best to reform senior year, as well as to spark a conversation about the important challenges that precede and follow
this pivotal period. The study analyzes the coursetaking patterns of more than 50,000 CPS students in the graduating classes of 2003 to 2009. It
looks at the impact of senior year coursetaking on college enrollment and persistence; describes the post-graduation outcomes of CPS graduates
with extremely limited access to college; and draws on data from interviews with seniors in three CPS high schools to take an in-depth look at
students experiences during senior year. While the study finds that the highest-achieving students in CPS are generally participating in a rigorous
senior year, there seems to be no organizing framework and common set of expectations for students who might be college bound but are not the
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