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malpractice and neglect, executions, and neighbourhood violence. Describing the specialised coffins sold to African America, formal burial photos
of infants, and death-bed stories, the book unveils a glimpse of the graveyards and burial sites of African America, along with burial rituals and
funeral ceremonies. Revealing both unexpected humour and anticipated tragedy, Holloway tells a twentieth-century story of the experiences of
black folk in the funeral profession and its clientele. She also reluctantly shares the story of her son and the way his death moved her research from
page to person. In the conclusion, which follows a sermon delivered by Maurice O. Wallace at the funeral for the author s son, Bem, Holloway strives
to commemorate - through observation, ceremony, and the calling of others...
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