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Theclassics.Us, United States, 2013. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 246 x 189 mm. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand
*****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can usually download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1903 edition. Excerpt: .of the adult male there is an arrangement closely resembling
the poison-fang of a Viper--a sharp horny spur perforated by a minute canal, and connected with a gland in the back of the thigh. There are
rudimentary evidences of a similar spur in the young female, which, however, disappear with puberty. A case of this spur being used as a weapon
and producing eGects of local poisoning has been reported. These animals have been proved to lay eggs. The Echidna, or spiny Anteater, a native
of New Guinea, Tasmania, and Australia, is edentulous, and has no horny plates in its mouth; its calcaneal spur and gland are smaller than those of
Ornithorhynchus. Ornithorhynchus, also a najtive of Australia, possesses in early life twelve calcified teeth of a multituberculate type; these teeth
are erupted and used, but are shed early, which accounts for the fact thaTTheir existence was not recognised until comparatively recently.
Underneath these teeth the beak is armed with horny plates, which are ridged and tuberculated, and serve the animal as teeth throughout the
greater part of its life. The dentine is abundantly supplied with interglobular spaces. The presence of large, irregular lacunae has led Tomes to
suggest that these teeth are a degeneration from some earlier and more complete form of tooth. Metatheria The marsupial animals, which were
once widely distributed over the surface of the globe, are at present confined to the continent of Australia, which they practically monopolize, and
some...
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