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Brand New Book. The middle ages provide the material for mass-market films, for historical and
fantasy fiction, for political propaganda and claims of legitimacy, and these in their turn exert a
force well outside academia. The phenomenon is too important to be left unscrutinised: these
essays show the continuing power and applicability of medieval images - and also, it must be said,
their dangerousness and often their falsity. Of the ten essays in this volume, several examine
modern movies, including the highly-successful A Knight s Tale (Chaucer as a PR agent) and the
much-derided First Knight (the Round Table fights the Gulf War). Others deal with the appropriation
of history and literature by a variety of interested parties: King Alfred press-ganged for the Royal
Navy and the burghers of Winchester in 1901, William Langland discovered as a prophet of future
Socialism, Chaucer at once venerated and tidied into New England respectability. Vikings, Normans
and Saxons are claimed as forebears and disowned as losers in works as complex as Rider Haggard
s Eric Brighteyes, at once neo-saga and anti-saga. Victorian melodrama provides the cliches of the
bad baronet...
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Reviews

A must buy book if you need to adding benefit. Of course, it is actually perform, still an interesting and amazing literature. I am delighted to explain how
this is basically the best book i actually have read through during my individual life and may be he best book for at any time.
-- Jarod Bartoletti

It is an remarkable pdf that I actually have actually read. It really is packed with knowledge and wisdom I am very happy to tell you that this is the finest
ebook i actually have go through during my very own life and may be he very best book for actually.
-- Hailey Jast Jr.
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