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into four main parts: Introduction, Comparative Genomics, Transcriptomics and Proteomics, and ? nally Microbial Communities. The ? rst ? ve
chapters are introductions of various sorts. Each of these chapters represents an introduction to a speci? c scienti? c ? eld, to bring all readers up to
the same basic level before proceeding on to the methods of comparing genomes. First, a brief overview of molecular biology and of the concept of
sequences as biological inf- mation are given.
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