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The Teaching of Latin in Secondary Schools The keynote of modern pedagogy is a protest against tradition, whether in subject-matter or in methods
of presentation. No subject of instruction has, when compared with other studies of the curriculum, so long a tradition behind it as has Latin.
Inasmuch as every study in our modern system of education must, as is fitting, prove its ability to secure a definite result of actual worth, we shall
first attempt to ascertain what credentials it needs to present to prove its right of admission as a subject of instruction. Unless a study can be
correlated with something in the lives of our pupils - we are dealing with boys and girls of high-school age - then that study is useless; as idle as the
inquiries of Tiberius at Capri when he wished to discover what song it was that the Sirens sang. It is true, that the mere fact of knowing something -
Ah! la belle chose que de savoir quelque chose! - may enthuse a student for the moment, no matter whether the thing learned has some connection
with vital matters or not; but later, when he perceives its isolation, the reaction may take the form of a violent protest against the whole subject of
which the mental gymnastic was a part. Of this fact the writer can recall two instances, the one connected with arithmetic, the other with English
grammar. His teacher in arithmetic insisted that in a case of division of fractions he must not invert the divisor and multiply, but work instead by the
method of finding a greatest common divisor. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of...
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