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Forgotten Books, 2015. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. Excerpt from Foreign
Quarterly Review, Vol. 13 There may be some doubt whether the author of this work has not assumed a character a little beyond that which
properly belongs to him, when he tells us that he has been engaged as a minister in the diplomatic service of his court. But whatever may be his
rank, position, or country, it is certain that he has presented the diplomates of Europe with a most useful precis of their functions. We wrong him,
indeed, when we confine the utility of his book to those who are actually engaged in diplomacy. It is in truth calculated to be a more popular
compendium than any that Germany has produced, of the principles of international law. We say Germany, because it is from German writers that
the received epitomes have proceeded. In English, there is not one original treatise of note, or authority, either on diplomacy or on the law of
nations. The authors of pamphlets and speeches on foreign policy use Martens s Precis as a book of reference, and quote Grotius and Puffendorff,
Vattel and Bynkershoek. But, however systematically the first three of these works are arranged, we doubt whether any German jurist or English
civilian sits down to read either of them, as a young lawyer reads Blackstone: and we are certain that no diplomatist from Downing Street looks to
them for the general principles on which his business is to be conducted. For the defence of a measure on which his court has already determined,
he finds, perhaps, by the help of an index, a passage which he triumphantly quotes; but the matter at issue must be one of an unusual character, if...
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