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*****. [.]This human pyrotechnic is a scholar without learning, a juggler hoaxed by himself, an unbelieving priest of mysteries and dogmas, which he
expounds all the better for his want of faith. Curious being! He has seen everything, known everything, and is up in all the ways of the world. Soaked
in the vices of Paris, he aJects to be the fellow-well-met of the provinces. He is the link which connects the village with the capital; though
essentially he is neither Parisian nor provincial, --he is a traveller. He sees nothing to the core: men and places he knows by their names; as for
things, he looks merely at their surface, and he has his own little tape-line with which to measure them. His glance shoots over all things and
penetrates none. He occupies himself with a great deal, yet nothing occupies him. Jester and jolly fellow, he keeps on good terms with all political
opinions, and is patriotic to the bottom of his soul. A capital mimic, he knows [.].
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