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Demand *****The aim which we have had in view, has been as much the refutation of Pantheism, as the satisfaction of a strong desire on our part
of presenting the whole body of Catholic truths in all their universality, unity, grandeur, and beauty. We are firmly convinced, with all the thinking
minds of the century, that the form of controversy with the human mind, as exhibited in all the signs of the present time, must be thoroughly
changed. Hitherto, we have endeavored to lead men s minds to Catholic truth by external evidence; we must now change our tactics and convince
them by internal evidence. When, at the dawn of Protestantism, the human mind rebelled against the authority of the Church, it did not and could
not reject all other dogmatic truths, and the consequences resulting from them, by the action of which European society had been formed and
which had been so deeply rooted in men s minds, as to become -the very flesh and blood of Christendom. Men then unable to throw off the habit of
thinking, which they had inherited from sixteen Christian centuries; a habit which had grown with their growth, and which everything around them,
language, customs, laws, arts and sciences cop-spired to make deeper and deeper, were forced almost instinctively to admit most of revealed truth.
It was easy, then, for the controversialist to take a standing-point from the dogmatic truths fully admitted and agreed upon by his adversary, and to

show how necessarily and logically they led to the admission of the authority of the Church. But the steady and swift work of three centuries of
demolition, the action of that principle of disintegration...
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