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By Stephen Jay Gould

HARVARD UNIVERSITY PRESS, United States, 1985. Paperback. Condition: New. Revised ed..
Language: English . Brand New Book. Ontogeny recapitulates phylogeny was Haeckel s answer--the
wrong one--to the most vexing question of nineteenth-century biology: what is the relationship
between individual development (ontogeny) and the evolution of species and lineages
(phylogeny)? In this, the first major book on the subject in fifty years, Stephen Gould documents the
history of the idea of recapitulation from its first appearance among the pre-Socratics to its fall in
the early twentieth century. Mr. Gould explores recapitulation as an idea that intrigued politicians
and theologians as well as scientists. He shows that Haeckel s hypothesis--that human fetuses with
gill slits are, literally, tiny fish, exact replicas of their water-breathing ancestors--had an influence
that extended beyond biology into education, criminology, psychoanalysis (Freud and Jung were
devout recapitulationists), and racism. The theory of recapitulation, Gould argues, finally collapsed
not from the weight of contrary data, but because the rise of Mendelian genetics rendered it
untenable. Turning to modern concepts, Gould demonstrates that, even though the whole subject
of parallels between ontogeny and phylogeny fell into disrepute, it is still one of the great themes of
evolutionary biology. Heterochrony--changes in...
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Very useful to all of category of people. I actually have read through and that i am sure that i will likely to go through once more again in the foreseeable
future. I realized this book from my i and dad advised this publication to find out.
-- Alta Kirlin-- Alta Kirlin

This is the very best publication i have got read until now. It is definitely simplified but shocks within the fi y percent of the pdf. You may like how the
article writer create this pdf.
-- Rosario Durgan-- Rosario Durgan
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