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Here, then, are the beginnings of a third ability of great importance, i. e., the power to supplement an author s thought. The best of authors fail to
put most of their ideas into print. Or, as Buskin declares, all literature--like the story of the Prodigal Son--appears practically in the form of parables
requiring much supplementing to be properly pictured and interpreted. The words in a minister s text in comparison with those in his sermon are
perhaps as one to one hundred. The statements in any text should bear a similar ratio to the thoughts that they suggest in the reader s mind.
Accordingly, much time should be occupied by children in school in visualizing in greater detail the scenes in geography, history, and other studies;
the bearings of facts upon human life should often be traced out with care; and comparisons of many kinds should be instituted. To this end fact
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