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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1847 edition. Excerpt: .of it (which I desire you to mak.e) you think as I do, that it is
written in the very spirit of the ancients, it 4 Dr. Johnson thought diIerently about this Tragedy; written evidently and happily in the style and
manner of Eschylus; and said, that it was deficient in both requisites of a true Aristotelic middle. Its intermediate parts have neither cause nor
consequence; neither hasten nor retard the catastrophe. To which opinion the judicious Mr. Twining accedes. What Dr. Warburton said of it is
wonderfully ridiculous; that Milton chose the subject for the sake of the satire on bad wives; and that the subjects of this tragedy, and Paradise Lost,
were not very diIerent, the fall of two heroes by a woman. Milton, in this drama, has given an example of every species of measure which the
English language is capable of exhibiting; not only in the Choruses, but in the dialogue part. The chief parts of the Dialogue (though there is a great
variety of measure in the Choruses of the Greek Tragedies) are in Iambic verse. I recollect but three places in which Hexameter verses are introduced
in the Greek Tragedies, once in the Trachinite, once in the Philoctetes of Sophocles, and once in the Troadet of Euripides. Voltaire wrote an opera on
this subject of Samson, 1732, which was set to music by Rameau, but was never performed. He has inserted Choruses to Venus and Adonis; and the
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