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*****. The United States has signed free trade agreements that lower barriers to trade with 20 countries, including 5 Central American countries
and the Dominican Republic. Reflecting Congress s interest in balancing commercial interests with environmental protection, the United States and
FTA partners have agreed to strengthen environmental protection. In 2009, GAO recommended improved FTA monitoring. GAO was asked for an
update. This report examines, among other things: (1) steps selected partners have taken, with U.S. assistance, to implement FTA environmental
commitments; (2) resources to assist partners in implementing environmental commitments; and (3) U.S. agency monitoring of cooperation
activities and partner compliance with their FTA environmental commitments. GAO reviewed FTA environmental provisions and cooperation
agreements; analyzed U.S. funding data for cooperation activities from fiscal years 2003 through 2013; and evaluated documentary and testimonial
evidence. GAO visited Guatemala and El Salvador, two of six CAFTA-DR countries, and Peru and Chile, and met with U.S., host government, private
sector, and NGO oIicials. GAO selected these countries because they reflect a range of per capita income, U.S. assistance, environmental progress,
and challenges.
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