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arbitrary variations of vowels and consonants, there was added the inconvenience of a partially non-alphabetic arrangement of vocabulary. He was
not yet able to refer words to normal types, and he had sometimes much difficulty in knowing where even a normal type was to be found.
Consulting the vocabulary seemed almost like playing a game of chance, where success might depend upon scanning the whole list of words
beginning with one initial letter, with even then a chance of failure through some unaccountable inadvertence. Later editions of Sweet s Reader
have recognized some of the defects of former ones, and have made the student s task easier, by arranging the words for the most part
alphabetically, so that now, when Dr. Sweet has issuedThe Student s Dictionary of Anglo-Saxon, we are prepared not only to find the book critical
and scholarly, but also to hope that it is simple in its plan, and helpful even to the beginner. The need of an Old English dictionary to replace the
inadequate Bosworth, had previously been supplied by the Bosworth-Toller Dictionary (completed since Sweet s), and by that of Dr. Hall, published
in 1894, under the title A Concise Anglo-Saxon Dictionary for the Use of Students. Dr. Sweet states in his preface that he undertook this work at the
request of the Delegates of the Clarendon Press, who felt the want of an abridgement...
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