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PRINCETON ARCHITECTURAL PRESS, 2017. Hardback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. Recording the world of plant and
animal life and documenting the strange beauty of the natural world have been human passions ever since the first cave paintings. While there are
many histories of botanical art featuring beautiful paintings and finished drawings, the artists preparatory sketches, first impressions, and scribbled
notes on paper are rarely seen. But it is often these early attempts that give us real insight into the firsthand experiences and adventures of the
botanists, artists, collectors, and explorers behind them. This exquisite visual compendium of botanical sketches by eighty artists from around the
world brings these personal and vividly spontaneous records back into the light. Filled with remarkable images from the fifteenth to the twentieth
centuries, sourced from the unparalleled collections of the Royal Botanic Gardens, Kew Library, Art Archives, and other libraries, museums, and
archives, Botanical Sketchbooks also provides fascinating biographical portraits of the intriguing characters featured within, including such
renowned artists, scientists, and amateur botanists as Leonardo da Vinci, Georg Dionysius Ehret, Carl Linnaeus, Maria Sibylla Merian, Mark Catesby,
and Helen and Margaret Shelley (sisters of the novelist Mary Shelley), among many others.
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