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Oxford University Press, United Kingdom, 2016. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book. The Literary Agenda is a series of
short polemical monographs about the importance of literature and of reading in the wider world and about the state of literary education inside
schools and universities. The category of the literary has always been contentious. What is clear, however, is how increasingly it is dismissed or is
unrecognised as a way of thinking or an arena for thought. It is sceptically challenged from within, for example, by the sometimes rival claims of
cultural history, contextualized explanation, or media studies. It is shaken from without by even greater pressures: by economic exigency and the
severe social attitudes that can follow from it; by technological change that may leave the traditional forms of serious human communication
looking merely antiquated. For just these reasons this is the right time for renewal, to start reinvigorated work into the meaning and value of
literary reading. Medical Humanities comprises disciplines as diverse as literature, the visual and performing arts, the history of medicine,
bioethics. It claims a vast range of philosophical and political agendas, goals and purposes, including the education of medical students in areas of
clinical empathy, critical thinking, ethical awareness, gender and race issues and cross-cultural medicine. Josie Billington argues that in so far as
literature is oGered as adding value to medical education in health training and practice, that defence tends to become instrumental in nature,
whether consciously and explicitly, or otherwise. This book is interested, more widely, in the power of the arts as a remedial force. Following an
introduction surveying the idea of the Medical Humanities, its history, and its development, the book s four chapters will look at illness and health
as defined in medical terms and as...
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