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Franklin Swift, 1839-1903 The success achieved was such that Mr. Swift became more and more determined that the eastern market must be
supplied the whole year round, spring, summer, and autumn, as well as winter. This was to be the work of the refrigerator car, upon which his mind
had been fixed from the beginning. The devising of that car dated back more than ten years. It had not been entirely successful. F rom year to year it
had been improved but was still far from the perfection it has since attained. Other packers were studying it with interest, but perhaps Mr. Swift s
mind comprehended its vast potentialities a little sooner than did the minds of other men. But if the difiiculties in the way of introducing Chicago
dressed beef into the eastern market in the winter had been great, those confronting its introduction in the summer by means of the refrigerator
cars were immensely greater. To all those before encountered were now added new ones with the railroads. They were equipped to handle live
stock. They had an abundance of cars for shipping cattle. But they had no refrigerator cars, and they would not have any. They doubted their value.
They were not organ ized to run them and were skeptical about their ability to do it. Such cars must be kept immaculately clean. Any speck of decay
would make them worse than worthless by tainting and thus destroying the beef they carried. The older roads running most directly to the East
were particularly averse to having anything whatever to do with the refrigerator car. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of
thousands of rare and classic...
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