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***x* Are you seeing what | m seeing? | m as optimistic as they come, but | m looking out my window into the world and | am stunned and saddened
by the infinite amount of hopelessness | see in the lives of so many. Are you frustrated by the hate, hurt, and divide? If so, | m with you, and it s easy
to get discouraged. Four years ago, | started wondering what my new purpose was. It s not like | had never visited that question before, but this was
different. It was.well, think mid-life crisis on steroids. | had all of the reasons | ever needed to feel that | had a purpose in life; Two, to be exact; my
sons, Nick and Jack. They will always be my primary purpose. But as they have now become the wonderfully brilliant, wise, and talented young
men | knew they always would, | took a step back to look at the big picture and got whacked over the head with a mighty two-by-four. The only
hypothetically symbolic thing about that sudden wake-up call was the lumber. So many other things that commanded my attention put me face-to-
face with the realities of our time. For me, reality has always been like fly-over country; a fascinating place to see on occasion, but | wouldn t want
to live there. It was like a flashback to when my little 6-year-old, blonde-haired, blue-eyed, little carefree-self got so wrapped up in using finger-
paints to decorate the walls (and furniture, and windows, and dog) and my mom walked in and yelled, Look at this mess you ve made! | stood there
in shocked silence thinking, I can t...
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