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***** The Mystery of Cloomber is a novel by the British author Sir Arthur Conan Doyle. It is narrated by John Fothergill West, a Scot who has moved

with his family from Edinburgh to Wigtownshire to care for the estate of his father s half brother, William Farintosh. It was first published in 1889.
PLOT: Near their residence, Branksome, is Cloomber Hall, for many years untenanted. After a little while it is settled in by John Berthier
Heatherstone, late of the Indian Army. General Heatherstone is nervous to the point of being paranoid. As the story unfolds, it becomes evident that
his fears are connected with some people in India whom he has offended somehow. People hear a strange sound, like the tolling of a bell, in his

presence, which seems to cause the general great discomfort. Every year his paranoia reaches its climax around the fifth of October, after which

date his fears subside for a while. After some time there is a shipwreck in the bay and among the survivors are three Buddhist priests who had

boarded the ship from Kurrachee. When John Fothergill West tells the general (to whose daughter Gabriel he is engaged) about the priests, he
resigns himself to his fate and refuses any help from West. One night the three Buddhist priests summon General Heatherstone and Colonel Rufus
Smith (who had been together with the general in India and apparently was under the same threat that was faced by the general) out of Cloomber
Hall. With their psychic powers, they have a complete hold over the two erstwhile soldiers. The priests take them through the marshes to the Hole of
Cree, a bottomless pit in the centre...
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