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***** Excerpt from Bland Papers, Vol. 1 of 2: Being a Selection From the Manuscripts of Colonel Theodorick Bland, Jr. Of Prince George County,
Virginia; To Which Are Prefixed an Introduction, and a Memoir of Colonel Bland Preliminary to this work, it may be proper to give some history of the
original manuscripts from which these papers have been selected, and some particulars connected with their publication. To this is added a
succinct chronological detail of some incidents in the life of Col. Theodorick Bland, such as are to be found scattered through the pages of this
compilation. Several years since, perhaps in 1833, | chanced to hear, (from the landlord and a gentleman of the neighborhood chatting togetherin a
tavern porch, ) at City Point, mention made of the existence of certain old manuscripts of Colonel Bland. Learning on inquiry that Cawson s, the
former seat of Colonel Bland, where these papers were said to be, was distant only a moderate walk from the Point, and being directed the way, |
soon struck a footpath, winding along the verge of that elevated plateau which overlooks the fine wide sheet of water, where the pleasant river of
Apamatuck empties into the James, and in a few minutes reached the house. The lady there, (with whom | had not then the pleasure of an
acquaintance, ) on coming to the door and learning the antiquarian purport of my visit, very obligingly reached down a bundle of letters of divers
revolutionary worthies, from the interstices of the eaves of the porch, where they were nicely pigeon-holed. The shortness of my time allowed me
merely to glance at this parcel, when...
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