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1B10146 other major issue areas such as energy, transportation and defense. This issue brief provides an
overview of key environmental issues that are receiving or may receive attention in the 109th
Congress. A number of environmental measures have been the subject of congressional activity. On
April 21, 2005, the House passed H.R. 6, the Energy Policy Act of 2005, and the Senate passed its
version of H.R. 6 June 28, 2005. An omnibus energy package, the two versions of the bill contain
numerous environmentally related provisions. Perhaps the most controversial include liability
{*} DOWNLOAD PDF protection for the gasoline additive methyl tertiary butyl ether (MTBE), a renewable fuel standard,
streamlined environmental permitting, and opening the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge (ANWR) to
oil and gas explorations. The Senate bill includes some of these provisions, but not others, as
discussed in this report. Early in the year the Senate Environment and Public Works Committee held
hearings and scheduled markup of S. 131, the Clear...
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