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***** Social, political and economic upheaval in the first half of the 20th century devastated Greece. There was the refuge crisis of 1922 which
created instability during the inter-war years when countless thousands were expelled from their homeland in Asia Minor by the Turks, the Great
Depression of the 1930 s with its high unemployment and social unrest, the power struggle between monarchists and republicans, the destructive
two world wars and the bitter Civil War that followed. Communism also, became a very dangerous political force at this time which threatened not
only Europe, but the entire world. October 28 marks the date in 1940 when Greece entered World War Two. On this day, Italy s fascist dictator
Benito Mussolini issued an ultimatum to Greek Prime Minister, loannis Metaxas demanding Greek surrender and for free Italian passage through
Greece. The Greek leader s famous reply was Ohi (No) which forced Greece to go on the offensive in mid - November and subsequent battle,
defeating the invading army and driving them back into southern Albania. Greece once again, became involved in another world war fighting
alongside the Allies which included Great Britain, France, the United States and the Soviet Union against the Axis Powers of Germany, Italy and
Japan and, their respective allies. Following the victory of the Allies in 1945, the islands became a British military protectorate and Dodecanese
unification with Greece was formalized in 1947. The Greek flag was finally raised on March 7th, 1948 ending centuries of non - Greek rule. The Greek
Civil War was a struggle between communism and democracy and was to be the first battle of the Cold War. The Cold War describes the tension and
competition that...
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