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Print on Demand *****.The critical northern antebellum debate matched the rhetorical skills of Abraham Lincoln and Stephen A. Douglas in an
historic argument over the future of slavery in a westward-expanding America. Two years later, an equally historic oratorical showdown between
secessionists and Unionists in Georgia generated as much popular interest south of the Mason-Dixon line, and perhaps had an even more profound
immediate eIect on the future of the United States. With Abraham Lincoln s Black Republican triumph in the presidential election of 1860 came
ardent secessionist sentiment in the South. But Unionists were equally zealous and while South Carolina-a bastion of Disunionism since 1832-
seemed certain to secede, the other fourteen slave states were far from decided. In the deep South, the road to disunion depended much on the
actions of Georgia, a veritable microcosm of the divided South and geographically in the middle of the Cotton South. If Georgia went for the Union,
secessionist South Carolina could be isolated. So in November of 1860 all the eyes of Dixie turned to tiny Milledgeville, pre-war capital of Georgia, for
a legislative confrontation that would help chart the course toward civil war. In Secession Debated, William W. Freehling and Craig M. Simpson have
for the first time collected the seven surviving speeches and public letters of this greatest of southern debates over disunion, providing today s
reader with a unique window into a moment of American crisis. Introducing the debate and debaters in compelling fashion, the editors help bring
to life a sleepy Southern town suddenly alive with importance as a divided legislature met to decide the fate of Georgia, and by extension, that of
the nation....
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