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Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from A Summary of the Principles of Socialism: Written for the
Democratic Federation Early in the record the slave-industry, controlled by the powerful landlord-
capitalists of Rome and the other great cities of the Empire, began to crush out and even to enslave
the small freeholders who had arisen on the break-up of the tribes, or who belonged to conquered
nations. Their independent work, with a few slaves around them, could make no head against the
enormous production for gain which their large competitors carried on. The Licinian Law and the
agitations of the Gracchi were meant to protect the vigorous yeomen from forcible and still more
from economical expropriation. But the movement was too strong to be resisted. Large properties
grew steadily larger, and these great farms ruined not only Italy but other portions of the empire.
The soil, though rich, was exhausted in the course of generations by ceaseless over-cropping for
profit alone; the slave class of the country supported a useless and very numerous slave class in the
towns; and the condition of the poor, free, Roman citizen became so bad...
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