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Garner and Others Mr. Vinton said: May it please your Honors: I cannot but regret that my learned friend (the Hon. John M. Patton, ) who opened this
case for the Commonwealth of Virginia, has somewhat impaired the value of so good an argument, by the introduction into it, both at its
commencement and conclusion, of a topic so very foreign to the subject now under consideration. To all else in his argument, I listened with that
pleasure and delight, which high intellectual eHort never fails to inspire. It will be understood, that I refer to what was said by him on the subject of
slavery, and of the correspondence now going on, and not yet brought to a close, between the Executives of the two States, making mutual
demands of certain persons as fugitives from justice. These are matters not before the Court, and their connection with the case now before us, is
not very apparent. If the argument of my learned friend had been an address to a popular assembly, or even before a Jury of the country, I should
have been at no loss to understand the object in bringing these topics into it. But when they are addressed to this grave and dignified tribunal of
Judges, sitting here to decide a naked question of law, I am unable to perceive their relevancy, or in what way they can aid the Court in coming to a
right decision of the case. Much has been said, and eloquently, by the learned...
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