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Joffre Nye, author of The Six-Day Bicycle Races: Americas Jazz Age Sport and Hearts of Lions There are LOTS of books on the Tour de France. An
increasing number of them are actually written in English. However, of those, none educates Americans about this grand spectacles rich past. The
Tour de France has a history as fascinating and sordid as Romes and it is high time someone undertook to explain this to our American sensibility.
Our guide for the trip is a man with a ravenous appetite for both world history and bicycle racing, just the sort of person to paint a Tour champion
with the dramatic grandiosity befitting Hannibal himself. -Pat Brady, Editor, Asphalt Magazine At the dawn of the 20th Century, French newspapers
used bicycle races as promotions to build readership. Until 1903 these were one-day events. Looking to deliver a coup de grace in a vicious
circulation war, Henri Desgrangeeditor of the Parisian sports magazine LAutotook the suggestion of one of his writers to organize a race that would
last several days longer than anything else, like...
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