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classrooms K-12 have a total reading vocabulary of less than fiFy words. 3 Thousand students drop out of school each day. 40 Percent of African-
American and Latino students will not graduate on time or with a regular high school diploma. 25 Times the likelihood that non-readers and high
school students testing below the twentieth percentile will drop out of school. Every day students across the country are being labeled and put into
special programs. The gap between those students and their peers reading at grade level simply continues to grow until the gap seems too large to
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