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***** The Department of Veterans Affairs (VA) provides benefits to veterans who meet certain eligibility rules. Benefits to veterans range from
disability compensation and pensions to hospital and medical care. The VA provides these benefits through three major operating units: the
Veterans Health Administration (VHA), the Veterans Benefits Administration (VBA), and the National Cemetery Administration (NCA). The VHA is
primarily a direct service provider of primary care, specialized care, and related medical and social support services to veterans through the nation s
largest integrated health care system. On February 4, 2008, the President submitted his FY2009 budget proposal to Congress. The Administration is
requesting a total of $39.2 billion (excluding collections) for VHA. This is a 5.3 increase (or $2.0 billion) over the FY2008 enacted level. Including total
available resources (including medical collections) the Administration s budget would provide $41.1 billion for VHA. On March 7, 2008, the House
(H.Con.Res. 312) and Senate (S.Con.Res. 70) reported their respective budget resolutions. After negotiations between the House and Senate, the
House agreed to an amended version of S.Con.Res. 70 (Conference Report; H.Rept. 110-659). The conference agreement provides $48.2 billion for
FY2009 for discretionary veterans programs, including medical care, and provides $45.1 billion in mandatory funding .
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