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scrutinizes the relationship between Russia and the EU/NATO in the last 16 years during Putin s (and Medvedev s) presidencies. The main aim of the
thesis is to understand the extent to which the relationship between the parties has deteriorated and the decisive factors, events, that have
impeded a mutually beneficial cooperation. In order to provide a clear and comprehensive understanding of the complex topic, an empirical case
study approach is applied. Dividing the case in three different dimensions, (1) the political relationship between the EU and Russia, (2) military
cooperation between the EU/NATO and Russia and (3) economic relationship between the EU and Russia, the paper also intends to elucidate the
effects of the deterioration for the three respective areas. As a theoretical background, the international relations theory Neorealism (defensive;
offensive) and the social theory Constructivism are consulted and contrasted with each other. While Neorealism mainly explains how EU/NATO
have used their (economic and military) power capabilities to diminish Russia s influence in Europe in the last sixteen years (and after the fall of the
Soviet Union in general), Constructivism has been mainly helpful to illustrate how normative and value differences between Moscow and Brussels
have hampered a beneficial cooperation. Using the empirical knowledge of the 90s., when Russia embarked on an integrative path with the
EU/NATO, the paper contrast those experiences with the relationship of the last sixteen years in order to facilitate the understanding of...
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