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***** Excerpt from The Birthdays of Washington and Lincoln Superintendents and Teachers of North Dakota: The State Department of Education
wishes to call your attention to the proper observance of the anniversaries of the birthdays of Washington and Lincoln. The twelfth and twenty-
second days of February are legal holidays in this state by virtue of statutory enactment. That these days should be properly observed by setting
apart a portion of each for exercises which will impress on the minds of the pupils of our state lessons of patriotism and devotion to civic duty. The
country, which is without national heroes, is one in which the people are not patriotic. We do not advocate hero worship, nor that a man should be
honored for things he has not done, but we do wish to teach that the great men, who, by their patriotic devotion to this country, made possible the
liberty which we now enjoy, should be revered by succeeding generations and their deeds should be reviewed in such a manner as will best bring to
our boys and girls a sense of the responsibility which rests on the citizens who are active in carrying on this government at present and those which
will in a few years rest on them. Washington was a patriot whose memory should be venerated, not alone for his deeds of valor on the field of battle,
not alone for his devotion to the trust imposed in him as the first president of the young Republic, for which he fought so bravely, not alone for the
purity of his private life, but for all of these. The soldier in the field is entitled to...
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