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ON MEDICAL ELECTRICITY. CHAPTER I. FORMS OF ELECTRICITY. In the present state of physical
science it is generally admitted that all bodies contain a very subtle fluid called natural electricity,
and composed of two contrary fluids, which are termed positive and negative electricity. We
suppose these fluids to consist of an infinite number of smallest particles or molecules, each of
which possesses attractive and repulsive powers, the molecules of one attracting those of the other,
whilst the molecules of the same fluid repel each other. Whilst bodies are at rest, these fluids exist
in such proportion that, although they do not destrov each other, their effect is counterbalanced:
since at the same distance the attractive power of one of the fluids is equal to the repulsive power of
the other. Natural electricity must therefore be decomposed, if au action shall be...
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