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descriptive generic characters and critical observations. The figures in all cases are drawn directly from nature, by Mr. Sprague, and from the living
plant whenever that is practicable. In almost every instance, the whole plant, or a branch or smaller portion, in flower and oDen also in fruit, is
delineated of the natural size; and the microscopical analyses, as numerous as the compass of an octavo page will allow, are so chosen as to display
the principal floral characters of the genus, from the aestivation of the flower-bud to the fruit, the seed, and the embryo. When needful, on account
of size or of subgeneric diversity, two plates are devoted to the illustration of a single genus. On the other hand, characters which are uniform or
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