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Penguin Books, 2012. Paperback. Condition: New. Reprint. Language: English . Brand New Book. A San Francisco Chronicle Best Book of the Year A
Publishers Weekly Best Book of the Year In June 2008 more than two thousand wildfires, all started by a single lightning storm, blazed across the
state of California. Tassajara, the oldest Zen Buddhist monastery in the United States, was at particular risk. Set deep in the Ventana wilderness
north of Big Sur, the center is connected to the outside world by a single unpaved road. If fire entered the canyon, there would be no way out.
Disaster struck during the summer months, when Tassajara opens its doors to visitors, and the grounds fill with guests expecting a restful respite.
Instead, the mountain air filled with smoke, and monks broke from regular meditation to conduct fire drills. All visitors were evacuated, and many
Zen students followed. A small crew of residents and firefighters remained, preparing to defend Tassajara. But nothing could have prepared them
for what came next. When a treacherous shift in weather conditions brought danger nearer still, firefighters made the flash decision to completely
evacuate the monastery. As the firefighters and remaining residents caravanned out the long road to Tassajara, five monks turned back, risking
their lives to save the monastery. Fire Monks is their story. A gripping narrative as well as an insider s portrait of the Zen path, Fire Monks reveals
what it means to meet an emergency with presence of mind. In tracking the four men and one woman who returned--all novices in fire but experts
in readiness--we witness them take their unique experiences facing the fires in their own lives and apply that wisdom to the crisis at hand. Relying
on their Zen training, the monks accomplished the seemingly impossible--greeting the fire...
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