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Poets: Selections With Critical Introductions by Various Writers and a General Introduction; Appendix to Vol; IV, Browning, Matthew Arnold,
Tennyson His own generation indeed meant more than one. He repre sented in some respects the generation into which he was born, but yet more
a later one which he ante-dated. This being so, he could not expect an eager welcome from his earlier contemporaries. Phantoms of the past are
recognisable, and respectable, but phan toms of the future are rarely popular. Yet it was fortunate that he stood just where he did in time, rather
than nearer to those who were coming to meet him and call him Master. For he was born while the divine breath of Poetry, that comes we know not
whence and goes we know not whither, was streaming over England. He grew up through years when she stood elate, with victory behind her, and
looking forward with all manner of sanguine beliefs 1n the future. So he brought into a later age not only the fuller poetic inspiration, the sincere
Romance of the earlier, but its sanguine confident tem perament. This temperament alone would not have recommended him to a generation
which had been promised Canaan and landed in a quagmire, had it not been combined with others which made him one of themselves. But this
being so, his cheerful courage, his belief in God and the ultimate triumph of good were as a tower of strength to his weaker brethren. It was not only
as a poet, but as a prophet or philosopher, that he won his disciples. He himself once said that the right order of things is philosophy first, and
Poetry, which...
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