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***x* Excerpt from Health Care Reform: Hearings Before the Committee on Small Business, United States Senate, One Hundred Third Congress,
First and Second Sessions, on Field Hearings on Health Care Reform, December 9, 1993, January 20 and 21, 1994 The Committee met, pursuant to
notice, at 9 a.m. in the Hershel Friday Courtroom, University of Little Rock Law School, Little Rock, AR, Hon. Dale Bumpers (chairman of the
Committee), presiding. Opening Statement Of Hon. Dale Bumpers, A U.S. Senator From The State Of Arkansas The Chairman. Good morning. | am
going to keep this hearing on time today. We have enough witnesses to take us well into the afternoon, and maybe even evening. So it is important
to other witnesses who will be coming to testify later that we be ready for them when they get here. First | want to thank all the witnesses. |
apologize for my voice, but it is much better than it was. | thought for awhile | was going to have to cancel this hearing. | want to thank all our
witnesses for the time they spent on their statements, and more importantly for their concerns about health care and health care reform. The
primary purpose of this hearing is to hear the concerns of small business owners about the impact the various health care plans will have on them
and their ability to continue in business. But we would be remiss if the Committee did not also hear from providers, consumers, the insurance
industry and others, simply because we cannot evaluate the small business impact in a vacuum. We need to know more about how the plan is going
to affect ordinary...
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