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*****.Excerpt from News Notes of California Libraries, Vol. 28: January-October, 1933 In talking to you about the uses of research, I am going to be
more specific than your announcement indicates and instead of speaking on research in general, I shall confine myself largely to research in the
social sciences. One reason for this is that it would take an encyclopedic mind to do justice to the subject of research in all the sciences and another
is that at this particular moment in the history of the world, the problems of social science happen to be the most important ones confronting us.
Indeed they are so important that it is doubtful that whatever progress is made in other fields can bring any widespread benefit to the world until
these social diFiculties are settled in some fashion. The fruits of research in other fields are rendered sterile so long as we fail to apply those of this
particular field. What use, for example, is the development of labor-saving mechanical devices to ten million unemployed and to many millions
more threatened with unemployment? And why spend millions of dollars on medical research in the problems of malnutrition, tuberculosis, etc., so
long as we continue to develop and tolerate conditions which manufacture these evils on a wholesale scale? The primary job of the world right now
is to set its social and economic house in order. It would seem almost unnecessary to emphasize this fact at this time. There is probably not one of
us here whose life has not been touched in some way by our present social and economic breakdown. Even those of you who are civil service...
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