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Excerpt: ... HAPTER VERVIEW OF C 2: O DARPA DARPA was established as an agency within the
Department of Defense, in response to the Soviet Unions launch of Sputnik, for the purpose of
initiating unique research and development programs in often high-risk areas, that would, if
successful, offer significant impact on the Departments military capabilities. The goal of these
efforts is to help maintain U. S. military technological superiority and to guard against unforeseen
advances by potential adversaries. DARPA responds to tasks and guidance from the Office of the
Secretary of Defense to establish an independent research agenda that is relevant to national
security needs. DARPA is an idea agency, able to reach beyond todays technological frontier to
develop what is needed by Americas military in the future. Based on its mission, DARPA focuses on
revolutionary initiatives with high technical risks-a mission that differs from the typically
evolutionary efforts appropriate to the research and development programs of...
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