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Createspace Independent Publishing Platform, United States, 2013. Paperback. Condition: New. Language: English . Brand New Book ***** Print on

Demand *****The identification of gaps from systematic reviews is essential to the practice of evidence-based research. Health care research

should begin and end with a systematic review. A comprehensive and explicit consideration of the existing evidence is necessary for the

identification and development of an unanswered and answerable question, for the design of a study most likely to answer that question, and for
the interpretation of the results of the study. In a systematic review, the consideration of existing evidence often highlights important areas where

deficiencies in information limit our ability to make decisions. We define a research gap as a topic or area for which missing or inadequate
information limits the ability of reviewers to reach a conclusion for a given question. A research gap may be further developed, such as through
stakeholder engagement in prioritization, into research needs. Research needs are those areas where the gaps in the evidence limit decision making
by patients, clinicians, and policy makers. A research gap may not be a research need if filling the gap would not be of use to stakeholders that
make decisions in health care. The clear and explicit identification of research gaps is a necessary step in developing a research agenda. Evidence
reports produced by Evidence-based Practice Centers (EPCs) have always included a future research section. However, in contrast to the explicit

and transparent steps taken in the completion of a systematic review, there has not been a systematic process for the identification of research

gaps. We developed a framework to systematically identify research gaps from systematic reviews. This framework facilitates the classification of
where the current evidence falls short and why the evidence falls short. The framework included...
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