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***** Nicaragua is a multi-party constitutional republic, but in recent years political power has become concentrated in a single party, with an
increasingly authoritarian executive exercising significant control over the legislative, judicial, and electoral branches. In November 2011 the
Supreme Electoral Council (CSE) announced the re-election of President Daniel Ortega Saavedra of the Sandinista National Liberation Front (FSLN)
in elections that international and domestic observers characterized as seriously flawed. International and domestic organizations raised concerns
regarding the constitutional legitimacy of Ortega s re-election. Observers also noted serious flaws in conduct of the November 2012 municipal
elections. Authorities generally maintained effective control over the security forces. In several instances elements of the security forces committed
human rights abuses or acted independently of government control. The principal human rights abuses were restrictions on citizens right to vote,
including significantly biased policies to promote single-party dominance; widespread corruption, including in the police, CSE, Supreme Court of
Justice (CSJ), and other government organs; and societal violence, particularly against women and lesbian, gay, bisexual, and transgender (LGBT)
persons. Additional significant human rights abuses included police abuse of suspects during arrest and detention; harsh and life-threatening
prison conditions; arbitrary and lengthy pretrial detention; erosion of freedom of speech and press, including government intimidation and
harassment of journalists and independent media; government harassment and intimidation of nongovernmental organizations (NGOs); trafficking
in persons; discrimination against ethnic minorities and indigenous persons and communities; societal discrimination against persons with
disabilities; discrimination against persons with HIV/AIDS; and violations of trade union rights. The government rarely took steps to prosecute
officials who committed abuses, whether in the security services or elsewhere in government. Impunity remained a widespread problem.
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