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such as Elisha Kent Kane, Charles Hall, and Robert Peary at home, The Coldest Crucible examines their struggles to build support for the expeditions
before departure, defend their claims upon their return, and cast themselves as men worthy of the nation's full attention. In so doing, this book
paints a new portrait of polar voyagers, one that removes them from the icy backdrop of the Arctic and sets them within the tempests of American
cultural life.
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