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***x* Excerpt from Epitome of the Economic Geology of New Mexico In presenting this Epitome of the Economic Geology of New Mexico, it is to be
hoped that what is herein offered may be conducive to a more intelligent understanding and appreciation of the dormant mineralogical resources
of a commonwealth of which, comparatively speaking, but little is known. Historically, New Mexico is the oldest and most widely known of any
section in the United States; commercially, its importance is yet but meagerly comprehended. Although New Mexico is the cradle of the mining
industry in the Rocky Mountains and Pacific Slope regions, peculiar political conditions have materially retarded its development. The fact,
however should not be overlooked that the initial impulse received in the development of the Great West was due to the discovery of gold in Santa
Fe County at the base of the Ortiz Mountains, in the year 1828. This discovery was made twenty years before the great gold excitement at Coloma in
California and thirty years before the find on Cherry Creek in Colorado. The discovery of placer gold in New Mexico marks the beginning of modern
American methods that have so effectually revolutionized every phase in the art of mining and in the science of metallurgy. The evolution of the old
wooden bowl, known as the batea, used in these early diggings, is symbolized in the modern gold pan. Crude designs of the first rockers and sluice
boxes for washing the auriferous gravels in trans-Mississippi fields, virtually had their inception in this primary gold camp, in Santa Fe County.
Among the first stamp mills constructed in the United States may be mentioned the one at...
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