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*****.Excerpt from Our New Interests: An Address at the University of California, on Charter Day, March 23, 1900 At the celebration of Charter Day,
the President of the University, Dr. Benjamin Ide Wheeler, made the following remarks in introducing the Honorable Whitelaw Reid, Editor of the
New York Tribune, who delivered an address on Our New Interests: We are to-day assembled here in recognition of the pious devotion to public
causes which laid the foundations of this University. Out of the harsh struggle with nature, out of the fierce rivalry of man with man, issued forth,
here among the mines and fields, the higher consciousness that we are members one of another, and that man liveth not by bread alone. Out of the
eater came forth meat, out of the strong came forth sweetness. The largest public spirit has always, in the history of men, sprung from the soil where
individual force and aggressiveness have been at their highest tension. Along the route of commercial empire, as it advances from people to
people, locate themselves the universities, the schools of art, the fountains of culture, - at Athens, Alexandria, Rhodes, Bologna, Paris, Leyden,
Oxford. It is in the energy of conflict, in the flush of achievement, that the oxygen of action burns the poison of indiEerence out of human blood.
When the material fruitage of achievement piles before him, how naturally may man, in a species of self-mockery, ply himself with the query, - What
is this all for? - what was life for? Happy the man to whose eye it is given to see and to whose heart it is given to know that, after all,...
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