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Demand ***** John Alexander Macdonald was born on January 10, 1815 in Glasgow, Scotland. His parents were Helen Shaw MacDonald, a Gaelic-
speaking Highlander, and Hugh Macdonald, a struggling businessman. The family immigrated to Canada in 1820. The Macdonalds first settled their
four children in. MacDonald entered municipal politics in 1843 as Kingston alderman and was elected to the assembly of the United Province of
Canada in 1844. He represented Kingston for 38 of the next 47 years. John and his wife Isabella Clark (died 1857) had two sons, John Alexander and
Hugh John. In 1867, he married Susan Agnes Bernard who gave birth to a daughter, Mary. Throughout the years the Macdonalds lived in several
residences in Kingston. He died in Earnscliffe, his Ottawa home, in 1891. In 1820 Kingston was the largest community in Upper Canada. With a
population of 4,000, the town had a military base and an important port on the Lake Ontario-St. Lawrence River system. The Macdonalds were
attracted here by the presence of Colonel Donald Macpherson, a military veteran who was married to John s aunt. Hosted by the Macphersons, the
Macdonalds lived four years in Kingston before moving west to the Bay of Quinte area where Hugh Macdonald opened a store. John was schooled
in Adolphustown until age 12 when he returned to Kingston to attend Midland District Grammar School. During this time he lived with the
Macphersons, returning each summer to his own family at Glenora where his father had acquired a gristmill. In 1829, John enrolled in a new
Kingston school for general and classical education run by John Cruikshank. During Macdonald s 47 years in politics (1844-1891), he was re-elected
from Kingston thirteen...
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