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York, May, 9, 1850 The People of the State of New-York, represented in Senate and Assembly, do enact as follows: 1. All such persons as now are, or
may hereafter become members of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, formed in the City of New York, in the year one thousand eight
hundred and thirty two, shall be, and hereby are constituted a body corporate, by the name of the American Baptist Home Mission Society, for the
purpose of promoting the preaching of the Gospel in North America. 2. This Corporation shall be capable of taking, holding, or receiving any
property, real or personal, by virtue of any devise or bequest contained in any last will or testament of any person whomsoever, the clear annual
income of which devise or bequest shall not exceed the sum of ten thousand dollars; provided, no person leaving a wife, or child, or parent, shall
devise or bequeath said Corporation more than one-fourth of his or her estate, after the payment of his or her debts, and such devise or bequest
shall be valid to the extent of such one-fourth, and no such devise or bequest shall be valid in any will which shall not have been made and executed
at least two months before the death of the testator; and provided that no verbal mistake in the name of the said corporation shall invalidate any
gift, grant, devise or legacy intended for it. The net income of said Society arising from their real estate, shall not exceed the sum...
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