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Demand *****.This historic book may have numerous typos and missing text. Purchasers can download a free scanned copy of the original book
(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1885 Excerpt: .to a point, the upper edge being irregularly notched or slit, the barbs
pointing backward. 7. The tongue is constantly moistened by a glutinous saliva, by means of which it is enabled to seize and hold insects. Says
Martin: It is by a pumping or sucking action, as we have every reason to believe, that nectar or fluids are absorbed by the tubular tongue of these
birds. In no other vertebrate animals, as far as we know, is the tongue constructed as a tubular sucking-pump: so far, the humming-birds stand
alone; and this circumstance in itself, considering it with reference to organic structure, might be adduced as a reason for regarding these birds as a
distinct order. 8. Mr. Thomas Belt, author of The Naturalist in Nicaragua, indicates another function performed by the curious cleF tongue of the
humming-bird--viz., the capture of insects. This organ is, for one half its length, made up of a substance like rather stiG parchment, or horn, and
split in two. When at rest, the two halves are laid flat against each other, but they can be separated at the will of the bird, and form a pair of forceps,
admirably adapted for picking out minute insects from among the stamens of flowers. 9. We may admire the elegance of form and the quickness of
motion of these birds, but the dazzling splendor of their plumage, resembling that of burnished metal or polished gems, changing with every
change of position, has...
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