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(without typos) from the publisher. Not indexed. Not illustrated. 1891 Excerpt: .size, as specifications of the various cities call for diFerent sizes, but
the variations are not great, and blocks $A to 4)2 inches wide, 6 to 7 inches deep, and 8 to 12 inches long are generally preferred. In New York city,
Brooklyn, and Philadelphia blocks a trifle longer are more commonly used, while in many of the western and southern cities the length does not
exceed 10 inches. New Orleans, owing to the peculiar nature of its streets, takes blocks much larger. The mamifacture of paving blocks, though an
important adjunct of the granite business, varies nevertheless for obvious reasons in many of its details from the ordinary methods of granite
cutting. The high skill and fine workmanship of the stonemason are not needed, but a quickness in seeing and taking advantage of the directions of
cleavage, as well as a deIness in handling the necessary tools, is requisite. Specifications call for blocks so quarried or dressed as to present
substantially rectangular faces with practically straight edges. The corresponding dimensions of opposite faces must not vary more than one half
inch, and the surface must be free from bunches, depressions, and inequalities exceeding one-half inch. The tools used for making blocks are
knapping hammers, opening hammers, hand hammers, reels, chisels, and, for initial splits, drills, wedges, and half rounds. When the block maker
quarries his own stock it is called motion work, and the same process is used as in quarrying stone for other purposes,...
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