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distinctive systems of immediate supervision over the men, with which the custom of drawing and
setting timber is more or less interwoven. 1. The whole pit, if small, and each seam or large district
in an extensive colliery, is let to a set of butties, usually by the ton. The butties generally sublet each
drift or other working place to two or three colliers, who either employ a loader only, as in the
Lancashire method of working; or several hands, as in the third system, which is usual in the
longwall method of working. The butties, or men in their pay, perform the duties of firemen; they
are expected, not only to look to the forwarding of a large output, in which they are immediately
interested, but also to look to the safety of the men. At some collieries a few main air road...
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