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These lectures formed part of a series on the Pentateuch, delivered in the Second Presbyterian
Church, and in Farwell Hall, Chicago. With the exception of the second, and part of the first, they
were spoken extempore, and written out from verbatim reports, which were afterward corrected
for the press, without, however, any attempt to secure the merits of style which might be
reasonably expected of written composition. But though very little care has been given to the form
and style of these lectures, the substance of them is the fruit of repeated study of the Book of
Genesis during many years. And inasmuch as the author could not, in the press of other duties, read
extensively with a view to the preparation of these particular lectures, but drew largely from
materials accumulated before he had the remotest idea of publication, he is unable to acknowledge
his obligations to others as frequently as he would have been disposed to do. The plan of the
lectures is the result of an attempt to combine the advantages of...
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