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Tortoise Stew can be shelved with your Carl Hiassen books, because both authors hate the development and corruption that is making all of Florida
look like Miami, and because both are great reads. - St. Augustine Record The bomb sat in a bag on Kelly Sands desk for an hour before she noticed
it. And so begins the raucous journey through small town Florida politics in Tortoise Stew. Kelly Sands is a reporter covering some of the more
controversial and contentious issues in the north Florida town of Calloway. Dead armadillos and gopher tortoise carcasses left as calling cards to
those opposing the development of rural Florida show small town politics at its worst. Commission meetings erupt into all-out warfare. With the
murder of one commissioner and the suicide of his wife, Kelly begins an investigation that threatens to topple the carefully laid plans of the
developers and politicians to bring a movie studio and landing strip within the city limits of the small town. When a semi-truck from Monster Mart
runs over and kills a young girl, the environmentalists become even more vocal against the developers plans. All the while, Kelly struggles to
overcome and escape her past, which catches up to her as she follows the antics of the politicians, developers, and environmentalists. With the help
of her boss, Bart, and her best friend, Molly, she uncovers more than corruption in small town politics.
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